Using the FFGC with Templates

This overview is given as 1) a demonstration of the basics of using the FFGC with
the Templates and 2) as a procedure to follow to get the most out of using the calculator.
When using this overview as a procedure to follow, it is necessary to use it in conjunction
with the Calculator Instructions. Many small-plot gardeners will be able to use the FFGC
without the templates, but those who are growing a large variety and quantity of crops
will find the templates very useful for managing information about planting and harvest.

Part 1: Filling in the FFGC

The following examples are from the Demo calculator filled in during the FFGC Training
Video.

To begin, fill in the Basic Information and Row Length Information sections of
calculator.
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Fill in the crop harvest goals for cold weather crops.
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Fill in the crop harvest goals for hot weather crops.
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Check the “Row Ft unused” cell in the orange area of the Basic Information section to see
if the amount of space used to achieve the crop harvest goals is more than the amount of
space available.
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Adjust the harvest goals for the cold and hot weather crops until the amount of space used
= the amount of space available and the “Row Ft unused” is 0, or as close to 0 as
possible. Be aware that later season cold weather crop harvest goals (fields headed in
yellow) do not affect the amount of space used because these crops are planted in the
same location as early season cold weather crops (fields headed in orange).
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Be sure to check the appropriateness of the 2" planting date for each later season cold
weather crop against the Cold Weather Crop Planting and Harvest Date information
section of the calculator. The 2"d planting date should be later than the 15 harvest date,
but with sufficient maturation time for the Final Harvest to occur before the Garden End
Date that was input in the Basic Information section.
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Make intercropping plans and input the intercropping amount in the orange area of the
Basic Information section.
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Basic Information

#persons to feed “OTotal Row lengths (ft) 135
Rttty e
Row Width (in) 35 Row feet double-planted, intercropping. I C 16 ))
Frost Date 5/18/2010Total Row Ft Used
‘Garden End Date 9/30/2010 Row Ft unused 11
10 Y

Adjust the harvest goals for cold and hot weather crops using the additional space created
by intercropping, until the amount of space used = space available and the “Row Ft
unused” is 0 or as close to 0 as possible.

If using the Farm version of the calculator, fill in the Retail Sales module.
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0 0.00 1 0.00
3 250 7.50 7 52.50
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
3 6.00 18.00 B 90.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
H 0.00 6 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
0 0.00 1 0.00
ar o 0.00 1 0.00
ar o 0.00 1 0.00
Peas o 0.00 1 0.00
Peas, Snow o 0.00 1 0.00
Radishes o 0.00 1 0.00
Shallots o 0.00 1 0.00
Spinich o 0.00 1 0.00
Turnips baby + g o 0.00 1 0.00
Basil o 0.00 12 0.00

Print the calculator (it is possible to print the calculator in black and white by changing
the printer settings).

Part 2: Using the Templates

The following examples are from the actual farm plan used by HeartEye Village CSA.

Print, or open in Excel, the Crop Rotation template.
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Fill in by hand, or using Excel, all information for the growing space, including Row #
and Length, Previous Year Crop and Notes on sun exposure.

Year Crop Rotation
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% 20 BmnOta PRiglSun
a7 30 s arkak FaiklSun
p 20 Bmvrak FPauglEFun
n 20 BaaEa PRiglSun
al 20 BoociRaphl
al 20 FodCrad Fmda
42 20 FedCal Shadz
il 52 Tum'Bat. FulSun. zahng fance
aa 1 TamwEmsCar FulZun
45 19 Pae FulSun, shngfence
i
AT
)
ad
30

Foowms
Fantasitc Farm and Garden Calculator www landshareco.org

Use the Hot Weather Row Planting Information section of the calculator to fill in the
Crop Rotation template.
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Fill in the Hot Weather Crops in the appropriate rows in the Current Year, Early Crop
column. As you choose where to plant each crop keep in mind:

Row amount needed

Rotations from previous years

Notes for sun exposure

Intercropping goals

Year Crop Rotation
A Curram Yaar, Early Crap Currem yaar, Lawr Crop Row#  Longh  PraviewsYaw,Crom Mo
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Use the Cold Weather Row Planting Information section of the calculator to fill in the
Crop Rotation template.
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Fill in the Cold Weather Crops in appropriate rows in Current Year, Early Crop column
and in Current Year, Later Crop column. As you choose where to plant each crop keep in

mind:

Row amount needed
Rotations from previous years

Notes for sun expos
Intercropping goals
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Print the filled in Crop Rotation template.
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Use the filled in Crop Rotation template and the Planting and Harvest Dates Information
section of the calculator for the Cold Weather Crops...
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| Turnips baby + greens 158 3 19408 1617 as2
36" Row Ft Used Cold Weather 936
2nd
planting date

Cold Weather Crops
| Arugula 56 s 4/6/2010  6/1/2010 7/13/2010  6/7/2010  8/2/2010  9/13/2010 84
Beets + greens 80 1 4/6/2010  6/25/2010 7/30/2010  7/1/2010 9/13/2010  10/10/2010 s6
Bok Choi 65 s 5/4/2010  7/8/2010 7/29/2010 7/14/2010 9/17/2010  10/8/2010 a2
Broccoli 65 s 6/2010  6/10/2010 6/17/2010  1/1/1900  3/6/1900 7
Brussel Sprouts o 0 5/18/2010 5/18/2010 5/25/2010  1/1/1900  1/1/1900  1/1/1900 7
Cabbage 78 1L 4/27/2010  7/14/2010 7/28/2010  1/1/1900  3/13/1900 1
carrots %0 13 4/6/2010  7/5/2010 26 7/7/2010  10/5/2010  10/15/2010 a9
Cauliflower o o 4/6/2010  4/6/2010 4/13/2010  1/1/1900  1/1/1900 7
chard 63 s 4/6/2010  6/8/2010 7/13/2010  1/1/1900  3/4/1900  2/26/1900 28
Gilantro 80 11 5/18/2010  8/6/2010  8/3/2010  1/1/1900 3/21/1900  3/21/1900 28
1" Collards 60 s 4/6/2010  6/5/2010 7/10/2010  1/1/1900  3/1/1900  2/23/1900 28
o o 6/1/2010  6/1/2010  6/8/2010 1/1/1900  1/1/1900 1/1/1900 7
Garlic 260 37 10/15/2009  7/2/2010 - - - - 7
le 62 s 4/6/2010  6/7/2010 6/28/2010 6/14/2010 §/15/2010 9/5/2010 a2
o O 4/27/2010 4/27/2010  5/4/2010  1/1/1%00  1/1/1%00  1/1/1900 7
Lettuce, Leat 50 7 4/6/2010  5/26/2010 7/14/2010 6/15/2010  8/4/2010  9/22/2010 58
Lettuce, Head 65 s 4/6/2010  6/10/2010 7/29/2010 6/15/2010 §/13/2010  10/7/2010 58
Mustard o 0 4/27/2010 4/27/2010  5/4/2010  1/1/1900  1/1/1%00  1/1/1900 7
Onions s 16 4/20/2010  8/13/2010 - - - - 21
Parsiey 77 1 4/6/2010  6/22/2010 7/13/2010  1/1/1900 3/18/1900  3/18/1900 2
Parsnip ° 4/21/2010  4/21/2010 4/28/2010  1/1/1900  1/1/1900 1/1/1900 7
Peas o o 4/6/2010  4/6/2010 4/13/2010  1/1/1900  1/1/1900 1/1/1900 7
Peas, Snow 80 1 4/6/2010  6/25/2010 7/16/2010  7/1/2010 9/13/2010  10/10/2010 a2
Radishes 30 . 4/6/2010  5/6/2010  7/8/2010  7/1/2010 7/31/2010  10/2/2010 126
{ 100 14 4/6/2010  7/15/2010 - - - - 7
Spinach s0 7 4/6/2010  5/26/2010 6/16/2010  8/1/2010 9/20/2010  10/11/2010 a2
Turnips baby + greens. 63 s 4/6/2010  6/8/2010 7/20/2010 6/21/2010 §/23/2010  10/4/2010 84

Hot Weather Crops.

(Ao Q)

Summer Squash 15) 0 2 283 3
o Tomatoes 18] 138 208 402
Winter Squash 15) 65 146 57
731
Hot Weather Crops.
i 20 3 84 5/18/2010  6/7/2010 8/30/2010  8/30/2010 84
70 10 84 5/4/2010 7/13/2010 10/5/201¢ 10/5/2010 84
Caulifiower o o 7 5/28/2010 5/28/2010 6/4/2010  6/4/2010 7
cur 77 1 73 5/18/2010  8/3/2010 10/16/2010  10/15/2010 73
Eggplant o 14 51 5/18/2010 8/24/2010 11/23/2010  10/15/2010 52
| Melon o o 51 5/28/2010 5/28/2010 8/27/2010  8/27/2010 51
Okra o o 51 5/28/2010  5/28/2010 8/27/2000  8/27/2010 51
Peppers, Bell 84 12 119 5/18/2010 8/10/2010 12/7/2010  10/15/2010 66
Potatoe: o o 119 5/11/2010 571172010 /772010 9/7/2010 119
Summer Squash 77 1 115 5/4/2010 7/20/2010 11/16/2010  10/15/2010 87
! Tomatoes 75 1 119 5/18/2010  8/1/2010 11/28/2010  10/15/2010 75
Winter Squash o1 13 28 5/4/2010  8/3/2010 8/31/2010  8/31/2010 28
Cold Weather Crops Hot Weather Crops
Arugula 826 . 01 Basil 490 07 00
Beets + greens 1202 15 Bear
' Bok choi 128 00 Cauliflower
Broccoli ° 0o Cucumber
Brussell Sprouts ° X 0o Egoplant
Cabbage 70 X 00 Melons
carrots 3528 2 02 Okra
Cauliflower ° X 0o Peppers, Bell
s0 00 Potatoes
Gilantro 101 X o1 Summer Squ
1" collards 35 . 0o Tomatoes
o Y 00 Winter Squa
Garlic 756 68 9
Kale a7 . 00 e

...to fill in the Planting Overview.
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For Hot weather crops fill in the crops and Row # (from the Crop Rotation
template) under the week they will be planted (from the Planting and Harvest Date
section of the calculator).

Year

Planting Overview

April wk 1

April wk 2

April wk 3

April wk 4

May wk 2

May wk 3

May wk 4

June wk 2

May wk 1

Fomato R16, 817, R18

For Cold Weather Crops fill in the crops and Row # (from the Crop Rotation
template) under the week of the 1% planting date (from the Planting and Harvest Date

section of the calculator)...




Year Planting Overview

April wk 1 April wk 2 April wk 3 May wk 2

G 9 |beets w2

May wk 4 June wk 1 June wk 2

...and fill in the same information for the subsequent successions using the # of weeks
and the interval that was input in the Cold Weather Crop Input Section of calculator.

planting_

ol +] -

Total Row lengths (ft)

Cold Weather Crop Inputs
spe #lbs/wk  #lbs/wk  #ofwks  Succession  #of wks Succession Ave # of days

e —

Hot Weather Crop Inputs
Species #lbs/wk # lbs/wk Ave  of days
perperson  retal sales to Harv

Use the filled in Planting Overview and the calculator to fill in the Planting and Harvest
Guides.

Use the Planting Overview to fill in the Row #, and to fill in crop name where the
crop location in the Row and the planting week intersect

Year___ Planting and Harvest Guide

Flow #26 [Jan W™ Jan wk2 [Jan ws 3 |.an wk 4 |Fob wh 1 |Fe wh 2 |Fab wk 3 [Feo we 4 [Marwh 1 [btar wi 2

5

1 v 3 [ War wh 4 [Aor Ao vt 2 TR w3 [or wh 4 [May v 1 | May wh 2 May w3 [May wis ¢ [un w1 [unwh 2

Use the Cold Weather Crop Planting Info section of the calculator, the column
headed "Row Feet /week" to determine the amount of row feet planted for each
succession. And use the Planting and Harvest Dates info section of Calc to determine the
amount of row feet planted,to shade in maturation time and harvest length. The following
demonstrates an early season succession and a late season succession of beets.



Year___ Planting and Harvest Guide

Row #28 [Jan i [Jowi2 [Jaevic3 [ Ja ol P 1 [Felowic? |k | Fwic |Marwkct [Marwic2 |War v 3 |Warwl & | orwk | Ror w2 [Apr v 3 [Aorok & Viay vt My w2 Moy w3 [y v & [T [Jcm ik 2 [Jimuicd [Jumwic
souing
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Year____ Planting and Harvest Guide

[Fiow #20 [oulwh 1 |Julwi2 |l wk3 [oulwh 4 | Aug w1 [Aug wh 2 | Aug we 3 [Aug w4 | Sop w1 [Sep wk 2 [Sep wk 3 | Sep wh 4 |Octwk 1 | Oct ek 2 |Oct wk 3 [Oct wh 4 [Now wi 1 |Now wh 2 | Now wic3 [Now wk # [Dec wk 1 | Dec w2 [Dec wk 3 [Decwk 4.
Basts, souing

e

o1

151

200

25t

Place the Crop Rotation template, the Planting Overview and Planting and Harvest
Guides in a binder and use it as a reference book throughout the growing season.

Fill in the Variety Template for all varieties you will use.

Year __ _ Variety List

Varisty Vandar Varisty Vandor Varisty [Vendar Varisty [Vendar

Carrots

Cauliflower
Chard
Cilantro
Collards:
Com

Garlic

Hale

Lesks
Lettuce, Leaf
Lettuce, Head

Mustard
Onions

Shallots

Spinach
Turnips baby + greens

Fantastic Farm and Garden Calculator wwvi.landshareco.org




Use the Variety Template and Seed Amount section of calculator to order seeds.

Arugula 2 01 as0 07 00
Bots + gresns 1202 @i 15 - w2 so7 s2z
" Bok chol 1 0.6 0.0 Cauliflower o 0.0 0.0
Broceol o oo oo Cucumber 207 as 03
Brussellsprouts o 00 00 Eagplant P os oo
ca o o o0 Melons o oo o0
Carrots asm s 0z o o a0 o0
Cautitiower o oo oo Peppers, B = s 01
Chard 50 10 oo Potatoss © notseeded ot seeded
Clantro 101 s 01 Summarsau m 264 0s
collards as 01 oo Tomatoos 208 o7 o0
com o oo o0 winter Squa 14 P 10
Gartc 756 1090 s
e o 02 oo
Lottucs, Leat e os o0
o2 o8 oo
o oo oo
207 s 02
P oa oo
o 00 o0
oo o0
w6 1siz0 00
soss 1 P
158 20 o1
1050 11 o5
Turipa baby + greens 19408 7 21
B 2
B 280 .
B w60 . ¢




